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off directly into the desert, and kept the same course for two
days together, and got entirely out of his knowledge. But
the worst of it was he could find no watering place, and was
forced to wander about, as some say, for fifteen days, till they
were reduced to the last extremity, and then they providen-
tially met with what they wanted. This w7as the time hinted
at above, when the camels were so long without w^ater. It
seems this Sheik had some dark intimation of the Bashaw's
design before he left Busserah, and had given the merchants
his word he would run any risk rather than let them fall into
his hands. I have insisted the longer upon these things, to
shew the necessity of inquiring into the character of the Sheik
to whom the care of the caravan is intrusted, that those who
travel this way may be less exposed to the treachery of those
designing Arabs. Besides, if you are under the direction of
a man of integrity like Seid Talub, he will not only use you
well himself, but he will hinder every other person from doing
you any injustice, for he is not only the sole governor but
judge.
The merchants' caravan proceed on their journey much
in the same manner as the other, only they stop a little at
noon to take some refreshment; and they are much more
sociable, taking each other's part wrhen the camel-men are
insolent. Besides, no man is oppressed or excised for having
more and better conveniences than the rest. Though indeed
all the merchants are provided with tents; whereas in our
caravan none had any but Mynheer Canti [sic] and myself,
not even the Bashi. It will be best for every one who can
afford it to be provided with a tent; and yet they are not so
absolutely necessary as many may imagine, for their greatest
use is when you encamp for a day or two together, they being
always struck at night after sunset.
Before I entered on the desert, I apprehended there would
be great difficulty in travelling such an extent of ground; but
I soon found myself mistaken, for the road is easily found,
unless you are obliged to leave the common tracts:. Their
rules are always to call at the same watering places, to which
they are guided by the hills and valleys, which are well known